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JULY 16, 2023 

      I am sure that we have all had the experience of planting  
a seed or seedlings with great expectations of a bountiful  
harvest.  We take time to till the soil and give it water and  
nourishment, and then wait for the plants to come forth  
and produce.  Sometimes they do and sometimes they do  
not; and we never quite know why.  That is the way God  
must look at mankind, the crowning glory of His  
creation and, like a good Father, wonders "What did I  
miss?"  The readings for today use the analogy of farming  
and sowing seed to talk about how the teachings of God  
and Jesus, His Son, sometimes produce abundantly; but at  
other times do not.  Can you figure out why? 
        In the First Reading, from the Prophet Isaiah (55:10- 
11) we hear the prophet preaching about the word of God  
coming like spring rain to soften the soil so that the seeds  
can grow.  However, the people of Isaiah's time did not listen  
to the word of God.  They turned away from Him and  
ignored His word.  This led directly to the Babylonian Exile —  
God's way of punishing His “Chosen People” for their lack of 
fidelity (See 2 Kings 17:1-18).  When was the last time you 
picked up a Bible or catechism to better understand 
what God might be asking of you, or saying to you?
       The Responsorial Psalm (65:10-14) picks up the same 
theme of preparing the soil for planting and reaping a 
bountiful harvest because the soil was fertile.  Everything 
came together as God expected: each aspect of His creation 
fulfilled its purpose.  Each of us has a part to play in God's 
continuing act of creation and salvation.  But are we doing 
it with attention and devotion?
      The Second Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the 
Romans (8:18-23).  In this passage, Paul is saying that we 
human creatures of God are much like those seedlings.  We 
are planted here on earth, not in a random scattering, but in 
a divinely ordered plan with great expectations and in hope 
that all creation will share in the glory destined for those who 
fulfill their role.  Paul's last sentence is most important and 
applies to us today just as much, if not more, than during 
Paul's time. 
     The Gospel Reading is from Matthew (13:1-23).  In this 
long passage, Jesus summarizes all of the readings above 
with a parable.  A parable is a story that has a single message 
hidden within the details.  The objective of a parable is to get 
people to think and reason out the message.  In this passage, 
to save time, Jesus explains the parable and the message.  
Do you get the message?

(Continued on page 6)
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PARISH OFFICE
 
Office Hours
Monday................X:XXam - X:XXpm
Tuesday................X:XXam - X:XXpm
Wednesday..........X:XXam - X:XXpm
Thursday..............X:XXam - X:XXpm
Friday....................X:XXam - X:XXpm
Saturday.................................Closed
Sunday....................................Closed
 
Parish Office is closed on holidays
 
Email
info@churchname.org
 
Join us on Facebook!
@churchname

SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATIONS
 

CONFESSION
Saturday 3:00 pm or by appt.

 

BAPTISM
At least one parent must be a 
parishioner & actively attend 

Mass prior to calling the Office. 
 

Baptisms will be held on the 
3rd Sunday of the month

 

MARRIAGE
At least one member of the couple must  
be a parishioner & actively attend Mass  

prior to calling. 
 

Couples need to make arrangements
at least 6 months in advance. 

 

No date may be reserved until 
discussion with the pastor of the parish.

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish Office

 

PASTORAL STAFF
440-288-0106

 

Rev. Edward J. Smith, Pastor • ext. 248
 

Father Thomas Sanders, OSB, 
Weekend Associate

 

Deacon Paul Heise 
 

Kim Kuhn, Parish Secretary • ext. 221  
kuhnk@stanthonylorain.com 

 

Diana Lesiecki, Business Manager
lesieckid@stanthonylorain.com 

 

Kathleen Obermiller, Bulletin Editor
obermillerk@stanthonylorain.com

 

John Kowalski, Music Minister  
churchmusic@stanthonylorain.com

________________________________________________________________

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
 

Lectors • Nadya Cole
nadyacole243@gmail.com

 

Altar Servers • Alan Brailer
altarservers@stanthonylorain.com

 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy  
Communion • Marybeth Brailer

ajmeakm@gmail.com
 

Ushers • Fran Stack
fstack@roadrunner.com



 
FIRST READING:  The rain and snow  
come down  and do not return there  till  
they have watered the earth,  making it  
fertile and fruitful. (Is 55:10)
 

PSALM:  The seed that falls on good  
ground will yield a fruitful harvest. (Ps 65)
 

SECOND READING:  I consider that the  
sufferings of this present time are s  
nothing  compared with the glory to be  
revealed for us. For creation awaits with  
eager expectation  the revelation of the  
children of God. (Rom 8:18-19)
 

GOSPEL: And he spoke to them at length  
in parables, saying:  "A sower went out to  
sow. (Mt 13:3)
 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

SUNDAY READINGS

15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

 
JULY 16, 2023

Sunday:  Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:1, 11, 12-13, 14  
(Luke 8:8)/Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9
 

Monday: Ex 1:8-14, 22/Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7- 
8/Mt 10:34-11:1
 

Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a/Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33- 
34/Mt 11:20-24
 

Wednesday: Ex 3:1-6, 9-12/Ps 103:1b-2, 3- 
4, 6-7/Mt 11:25-27
 

Thursday:  Ex 3:13-20/Ps 105:1 and 5, 8-9,  
24-25, 26-27/Mt 11:28-30
 

Friday: Ex 11:10-12:14/Ps 116:12-13, 15 and  
16bc, 17-18/Mt 12:1-8
 

Saturday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2,  
3-4, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18
 

Next Sunday: Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6,  
9-10, 15-16 (5a)/Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or  
13:24-30

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
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Saturday, July 22nd at 4:00 pm
Lector: Laura V.

Eucharistic Ministers: Carol B., Laura P., Karen B.
 

Sunday, July 23rd at 10:00 am
Lector: Celia F.

Eucharistic Ministers: Anna A., Anna S.

Sunday - July 16th - 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
  10:00 am -           †Fred Churchill
                                        Requested by: Joanne Churchill
 

Monday - July 17th - Weekday Mass
    8:30 am -           †Dan & Fred Meyer
                                        Requested by: Family
 

Tuesday  - July 18th - St. Camillus de Lellis, Priest
    8:30 am -           †Mickey Reagan
                                    Requested by: James F. Reagan & Family
 

Saturday - July 22nd - St. Mary Magdalene
   4:00 pm -            †Don Zerniko
                                    Requested by: Family
 

Sunday - July 23rd - 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
  10:00 am -           †John Stowe
                                     Requested by: Lucy Stowe

 A DONATION HAS BEEN  
MADE TO ST. ANTHONY  

CHURCH FROM THE  
KNIGHTS OF  

COLUMBUS, LORAIN.
 

Thank you for 
your continued 

generosity & support! 

 Please call the Parish Office, 440-288-0106, 
for information of joining the Art & Environment  

Committee or becoming a Sacristan. 



OFFERTORY REPORT
Amount Budgeted Weekly……....................... $6,240.00
Sunday Collection (6/18/2023)………..…......... $4,554.00
Sunday Collection (6/25/2023)………..…......... $4,155.00

7/1/2022 to 6/30/2023…...……….................. (-$51,009.05)
 

MY GIFT TO GOD REFLECTS HIS GENEROSITY TO ME.
 

If you are unable to contribute, please submit your 
envelopes all the same as it is our most clear indication 

of active participation for Mass.

MANY PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY
to Ken, Michael, Joel, family & friends,

 upon the death of their beloved wife & mother
Jeanne Provenza, on July 3, 2023.

 

May Jeanne’s soul and the souls of all the 
faithfully departed, through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace. Amen
 

LIFE IS CHANGED, NOT ENDED.



ADORATION CHAPEL
"The privilege of receiving the Holy Eucharist from the Hands of Jesus Himself  
was experienced by a number of saints including St. Laurence of Brindishi, a  
Capuchian, whose unusual talents and rare virtue were called upon by Pope  
Clement VIII for several unusual missions. One of these was his chaplaincy to  
the Imperial army of Prague . . . With the Turks still menacing nearby  
Christian countries, the Imperial army of 18,000 men assembled to do battle  
with the Turks who numbered 80,000. Vastly outnumbered, the Christians  
appealed to St. Laurence for advice and encouragement. After delivering a  
rousing discourse, St. Laurence, despite his mature years, mounted a horse  
and with the cross held high in his hands led the troops against the infidels.  
The crushing defeat of the Turks was attributed by all to the prayers and  
inspiration of the saint. It is told that on his return from the campaign he  
joined his brethren at Gorizia where Our Lord appeared to them and gave  
them all Holy Communion with His own hand."  
                                                          ~Eucharistic Miracles, Joan Carroll Cruz

Divine Mercy Meditation - Help us to Reach Sinners
Tell sinners that no one shall escape My Hand; if they run away from  
My Merciful Heart, they will fall into My Just Hands. Tell sinners that  
I am always waiting for them, that I listen intently to the beating of  
their heart … when will it beat for Me? Write, that I am speaking to  
them through their remorse of conscience, through their failures  
and sufferings, through thunderstorms, through the voice of the  

Church. And if they bring all My graces to naught, I begin to be angry  
with them, leaving them alone and giving them what they want

(Diary, 1728).
*The words of Jesus appear in boldface type 

 

My Prayer Response:
Lord Jesus, since no one can escape Your hand, teach us & help us to reach  
sinners with the good news of Your hand of mercy rather than Your hand of  
justice. Help us to reach the world desperately in need of Your mercy. Amen!

PRO-LIFE THOUGHT OF THE WEEK - 
EVERY CHILD A WANTED CHILD - PART 1

     Prior to the legalization of abortion, advocates for abortion held out the panacea of the  
elimination of "unwanted children" if only abortion was legal. In fact, it was Planned  
Parenthood, which led this charge, coining the familiar slogan, "Every child a wanted child". Despite  
the fact that some 60 million "unwanted" babies have died in the intervening period, the pro- 
choice lobby still uses this argument to justify abortion.
 

        In the 1960's and 70's the pro-choice position was that legalizing abortion would  
drastically reduce child abuse. America legalized abortion and, child abuse has skyrocketed.  
Yet, despite this staggering increase in child abuse, the pro-choice lobby continues to tie itself in  
knots by now arguing that making abortion illegal would cause an increase in child abuse!!! How  
many more millions of children do we have to kill before their scheme starts to work?
 

    We all agree that every child should be wanted. This is an idealistic goal, but sadly we do  
not live in an idyllic world.



PASTOR COLUMN CONTINUED
     The message is quite clear. The word of God is like seed sown with the expectation of reaping a  
good harvest that is guiding mankind to live according to the teachings of God and the Church.  
Our heart and mind, soul and body, in other words, our entire being is like the soil. Are we really  
listening, absorbing and following through with what God is telling us? In St. Paul’s passage  
above, he says, "We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even now...” Look at all of the  
natural disasters occurring all over the world: hurricanes, floods, earthquakes and fires. Could this  
be God's way of getting our attention to return to Him with all our heart? Something to  
think about during your prayer time this week!

                                                                            ~Rev. Edward J. Smith 

SENIOR SOCIABLES MEETING - 7/20
Senior Sociables will meet on Thursday, July 20th at 12:30 PM. 

The meeting will be at Papasito’s Mexican Restaurant located at 2532 W. Erie Ave. 
Please call Karen Less at 440-949-2934.  Hope to see you there!

HISTORY OF ST. ANTHONY CONTINUED
        On June 5, 1960, the parish proudly opened for public inspection its new  
church and rectory at 1305 East Erie Ave. The new complete parish complex  
encompassed an area of one city block, a beautifully landscaped property  
overlooking Lake Erie.  Its buildings now included the school, convent, older  
(basement) church, new church and the rectory.

MONTHLY GRIEF SUPPORT GROUPS - 7/16
The next meeting is TODAY, SUNDAY, July 16th with in-office at 3 pm & virtual at 5 pm. 

 The topic  is "Taking Care of Yourself While Grieving" & "Returning to School/Work After a  
Death". Come & be present with those who understand  at St. Joseph Cemetery in Avon, 32789  
Detroit Road at 3 pm in the Main Office Building OR Sign-up for  the  Virtual  Meeting  via  Zoom   
at 5 pm with the same topic at https://bit.ly/ccavirtualgriefsupportgroup.
 

Visit https://www.clecem.org for the most updated schedule of events.

WE WELCOME YOU TO OUR ST. ANTHONY  
SCHOOL LITTLE TROJANS PRE-SCHOOL

**Designed for 3, 4 and 5-year-old learners**
 

The St. Anthony Program offers individualized learning with small class  
sizes & many scheduling options that best fit the needs of your child.

 

For more information about our program, please visit the 
Pre-School page on our school website at www.stathonylorain.org

or call Margaret Jancsura, 440-288-0106 ext. 224.
 

Please register your child now to take advantage of our
 Early Enrollment Discounts!

SHRINE TRIP TO CAREY AND BELLEVUE - 7/27
Nativity Blessed Virgin Mary Parish, Lorain, is sponsoring a bus trip to 

the Shrine of Our Lady of Consolation, Carey, & the Sorrowful Mother Shrine, Bellevue, 
on Thursday, July 27th.  

The cost is $50.00 and includes dinner. 
The itinerary & reservation form can be found on the parish website: nativitybvmlorain.org.



CLUSTER PARISHES
St. Teresa of Avila
1878 Abbe Rd.

Sheffield Village, OH  44054
440-934-4227

stteresaparish.com
 

St. Thomas the Apostle
715 Harris Rd.

Sheffield Lake, OH  44054 
saintthomaschurch.net

 
 

 
BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS
If you would like to submit an  

article for an upcoming Bulletin,  
please send requests to  

obermillerk@stanthonylorain.com
by Thursday at 5 pm.

 
Bulletins are sent to print every  

Tuesday! 

HISTORY OF ST. ANTHONY CONT.
        The first faculty of sisters included Sr. Mary  
Raphael, Superior, Sr. Mary Euphrasia, Sr. Mary  
Arcadia and Sr. Mary Patricia. In Syracuse, at that  
time, the Franciscan sisters were devoted to teaching,  
nursing, caring for orphans and the elderly, and social  
work. 
     An altar was erected in the school building and  
on October 18, 1925, dedication ceremonies were  
conducted by Bishop Schrembs.  Now St. Anthony  
Parish had a solid home of its own in which to  
celebrate Mass and educate its children. The  
completion of this phase marked only the beginning  
of greater things to come.
    Enriching its spiritual growth, St Anthony’s had its  
first Confirmation on May 24, 1927.  The huge class  
consisted of 90 boys and 101 girls and 6 adults. (WOW!)  
The following month, ground was broken for the  
basement church, and later that year, Bishop  
Schrembs laid the cornerstone. It was placed inside  
the building, west of the Chancel and directly under  
the statue of the Sacred Heart.

UNLOCKING THE MYSTERIES 
OF THE ROSARY

 

SATURDAY, MAY 27TH FROM 11 AM - 2 PM
AT ST. TERESA OF AVILA PARISH

 

Guest Speaker will be Fr. Jim Winings, 
Parochial Vicar at St. Raphael Parish, Bay Village.

 

Many Saints & Popes have maintained that faithful  
recitation of the Rosary is one of the surest paths to  

growing in holiness & becoming a saint! Drawing  
from the writings of St. Louis de Montfort & St. John  
Paul II, Fr. Jim Winings will break open how praying  

the Rosary ensures that what Jesus has done for us is  
profoundly assimilated into our lives.

 

11:00 am: Lunch
Noon: Pray the Rosary

1:00 pm: Fr. Winings’ Talk
 

Please RSVP to St. Teresa of Avila Parish Office 
at 440-934-4227 by Tuesday, May 23rd.

 

No Charge; Free Will Offerings will be accepted.
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Dr. William M. Schwartz
Family Dentistry - Ins., Visa, 

M.C. Accepted
Eve. & Sat. Hrs.

Call 934-4485 or 365-9872
5330 Meadow Lane Ct., Suite B 

(North College Meadows)
Parishioner

 Dovin and Reber Jones
 Funeral &
 Cremation Center

1110 Cooper Foster Park Road
Amherst, Ohio 44001

440.985.2100
www.dovinreberjones.com

Matthew A. Stempowski, DDS
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

1936 Cooper Foster Park Rd. W
Lorain, Ohio 44053

 Phone: (440) 233-4155
 Fax: (440) 240-8715
 www.navydds.com
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RAY GIDICH
HEATING & AIR 

CONDITIONING, INC.
Residential & Commercial
440-245-1772

OH LIC #48775

Muzik’s Auto Care
TIRES • BATTERIES
BRAKES • EXHAUST

MINOR REPAIRS
704 West Erie Avenue

(440) 960-2000
THE

FREE ESTIMATES • TREE TRIMMING
TREE REMOVAL • FULLY INSURED

Supporting Our Local
Communities Since 2000

Ask about your winter price!
440-985-2676

STUMP GUY

 Since 1951

Flowers, Plants, Garden Accessories
Fruit, Gourmet & Wine Baskets

2 Floors of Unique Gifts & Decor2 Floors of Unique Gifts & Decor
1001 Reid Ave. (10th & Reid)

(440) 244-5259(440) 244-5259
www.zelekflowershop.com

Your Community Bank
 3721 Oberlin Ave.
 Lorain
 440-282-6188

www.FFLorain.bank

Contact us for all your
automotive service needs.

 jaxautomotive.com

Bring in this ad for 10% OFF 
any repairs over $100.

Ohio

CatholicMatch.com/OH

The Stores That Save You the Runaround
2253 Colorado Ave. • Lorain, OH

440-288-0191

Reidy-Scanlan-Giovannazzo
Funeral Home & Cremation Service

2150 Broadway • Lorain, OH
Traditional Funerals

Pre-Arranged Funerals • Cremation
Call for a Free Consultation

Vincent J. Giovannazzo
 440-244-1961

 www.rsgfuneralhome.com

 MICHAEL D. TULLY, CO., L.P.A.
 A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

Serving the Residents of Lorain County Since 1980
Probate and estate administration

6061 South Broadway, Lorain, OH 44053
(440) 233-8526 • www.miketully.com

Janasko Insurance 
Agency  Inc.

The Trusted Choice®

562 Broadway, Lorain
440-245-6268  
fax 440-246-6268

www.janaskoinsurance.com

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Michelle Weaver

mweaver@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6302

Save on your Cooling Maintenance, 
Call for details

www.raymondplumbing.com
1351 Broadway, Lorain • 440-244-5584


