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MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:00 am

 

WEEKDAYS
Monday & Tuesday: 

8:30 am
 

HOLY DAY MASSES
Consult the bulletin

OFFICE HOURS
1305 E. Erie Avenue 

Lorain, OH 44052
Phone: 440-288-0106

Fax: 440-288-0143
www.stanthonylorain.org

 

Monday-Friday: 
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

 ADORATION CHAPEL
Monday-Friday: 

8 am - 3 pm
 

PARISH SCHOOL OF  
RELIGION (PSR)

Mondays 6:15-7:30pm
psr@stanthonylorain.com

 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
440-288-2155  

www.stanthonylorain.org
Julio Alarcon, Principal 

alarconj@stanthonylorain.com



DECEMBER 3, 2023 

     This is the first Sunday of Advent.  The purpose of Advent is  
to prepare us to celebrate Christ’s coming at Christmas and to  
remind us that He is coming again at the end of time and to  
remind us He comes to us in time, all the time.
 

      This year we have the shortest Advent possible; the 4th  
week of Advent lasts only 24 hours!  Yes, with Christmas on a  
Monday, all we get of the 4th week of Advent is from the Vigil of  
the 4th Sunday of Advent (4 pm Saturday, Dec 23) to the Vigil of  
Christmas (4 pm Sunday, Dec 24).
 

     Because of the multitude of Masses, I want to share with you  
the schedule for the 4th Sunday of Advent and for Christmas.
 

For the 4th Sunday of Advent:
Saturday, December 23:      4:00 pm 
Sunday, December 24:         10:00 am

 
For Christmas:

Sunday, December 24:         4:00 pm
Monday, December 25:        10:00 am

 

        To fulfill the Sunday obligation and the Christmas Holy  
Day obligation, you need to attend two Masses, one for  
Sunday, and one for Christmas.  The Code of Canon Law  
states:  Can. 1248 §1. A person who assists at a Mass celebrated  
anywhere in a Catholic rite either on the feast day itself or in the  
evening of the preceding day satisfies the obligation of participating  
in the Mass.
 

        This canon just speaks of attending a Mass to fulfill the  
obligation.  For example, if you were attending a Confirmation  
Mass or Wedding Mass on a Sunday that fulfills your Sunday  
obligation, even though the reading and prayers might be  
different from the Sunday’s reading and prayers.
 

     Now for the confusing part.   This year, you can fulfill the 4th  
Sunday of Advent (Saturday/Sunday) and Christmas  
(Sunday/Monday) obligation by attending:
 

Mass on Saturday Evening and Mass on Sunday Evening, or
Mass on Saturday Evening and Mass on Monday Morning, or

Mass on Sunday Morning and Mass on Sunday Evening, or
Mass on Sunday Morning and Mass on Monday Morning

 

What you cannot do is a twofer, where one Mass 
on Sunday evening fulfils both obligations.

 

        I hope this helps you in your planning and preparation for  
Christmas.
 

~Rev. Edward J. Smith

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
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PARISH OFFICE
 
Office Hours
Monday................X:XXam - X:XXpm
Tuesday................X:XXam - X:XXpm
Wednesday..........X:XXam - X:XXpm
Thursday..............X:XXam - X:XXpm
Friday....................X:XXam - X:XXpm
Saturday.................................Closed
Sunday....................................Closed
 
Parish Office is closed on holidays
 
Email
info@churchname.org
 
Join us on Facebook!
@churchname

SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATIONS
 

CONFESSION
Saturday 3:00 pm or by appt.

 

BAPTISM
At least one parent must be a 
parishioner & actively attend 

Mass prior to calling the Office. 
 

Baptisms will be held on the 
3rd Sunday of the month

 

MARRIAGE
At least one member of the couple must  
be a parishioner & actively attend Mass  

prior to calling. 
 

Couples need to make arrangements
at least 6 months in advance. 

 

No date may be reserved until 
discussion with the pastor of the parish.

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish Office

 

PASTORAL STAFF
440-288-0106

 

Rev. Edward J. Smith, Pastor • ext. 248
 

Father Thomas Sanders, OSB, 
Weekend Associate

 

Deacon Paul Heise 
 

Kim Kuhn, Parish Secretary • ext. 221  
kuhnk@stanthonylorain.com 

 

Diana Lesiecki, Business Manager
lesieckid@stanthonylorain.com 

 

Kathleen Obermiller, Bulletin Editor
obermillerk@stanthonylorain.com

 

John Kowalski, Music Minister  
churchmusic@stanthonylorain.com

________________________________________________________________

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
 

Lectors • Nadya Cole
nadyacole243@gmail.com

 

Altar Servers • Alan Brailer
altarservers@stanthonylorain.com

 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy  
Communion • Marybeth Brailer

ajmeakm@gmail.com
 

Ushers • Fran Stack
fstack@roadrunner.com



 
FIRST READING: Oh, that you would rend  
the heavens & come down,  with the  
mountains quaking before you. (Is 63:19)
 

PSALM: Lord, make us turn to you; let us  
see your face & we shall be saved. (Ps 80)
 

SECOND READING:  The testimony to  
Christ was confirmed among you, so that  
you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as  
you wait for the revelation of our Lord  
Jesus Christ. (1 Cor 1:6-7)
 

GOSPEL:  “Watch, therefore;  you do not  
know when the lord of the house is coming.”  
(Mk 13:35)

 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 

©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
All rights reserved. 

SUNDAY READINGS

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

 
DECEMBER 3, 2023

Sunday:  Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3,  
15-16, 18-19 (4)/1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37
 

Monday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6- 
7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11
 

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13,  
17/Lk 10:21-24
 

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5,  
6/Mt 15:29-37
 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21,  
25-27a/Mt 7:21, 24-27
 

Friday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd- 
4/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38
 

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4,  
5-6/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8
 

Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10,  
11-12, 13-14 (8)/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
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Thursday, December 7th at 4:00 pm 
Eucharistic Ministers: Deacon Paul, Genevieve Z.

 

Saturday, December 9th at 4:00 pm
Lector: Marybeth B.

Eucharistic Ministers: Pam W., Patty R.
 

Sunday, December 10th at 10:00 am
Lector: Celia F.

Eucharistic Ministers: Hilaire T., Dan L., Karen L.

Sunday - Dec. 3rd - 1st Sunday of Advent
  10:00 am -           †Jeanne Provenza
                                     Requested by: Nelson Donofrio
 

Monday - Dec. 4th - St. John Damascene, Priest & Doctor 
                                                        of the Church                              
    8:30 am -           †Edward Grochocki
                                    Requested by: Edward Snyder
 

Tuesday  - Dec. 5th - Weekday Mass
    8:30 am -           †Stephen Nemeth (son)
                                    Requested by: Stephen Nemeth
 

Thursday  - Dec. 7th - The Immaculate Conception of 
                                            the Blessed Virgin Mary Vigil
    4:00 pm -           †Stephan Salada
                                    Requested by: The Findish Family
 

Friday  - Dec. 8th - The Immaculate Conception of the 
                                    Blessed Virgin Mary / School Mass
    8:30 am -           †Sheila Strauser
                                    Requested by: The Findish Family
 

Saturday - Dec. 9th - St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
    4:00 pm -            †Dan Terpone
                                    Requested by: Family
 

Sunday - Dec. 10th - 2nd Sunday of Advent
  10:00 am -           †Mick Bainbridge
                                     Requested by: Carol Bainbridge

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

 

Vigil Mass: Thursday, December 7th at 4:00 pm
 

Holy Day Mass (with the School Children)
Friday, December 8th at 8:30 am



OFFERTORY REPORT
Amount Budgeted Weekly……....................... $6,240.00
Sunday Collection (11/12/2023)………..…....... $6,640.00
7/1/2023 to Date +/(-) Budget……...……….... - ($3,505.53)

 

MY GIFT TO GOD REFLECTS HIS GENEROSITY TO ME.
 

If you are unable to contribute, please submit your 
envelopes all the same as it is our most clear indication 

of active participation for Mass.

1ST WEEK OF ADVENT - DECEMBER 3RD
 

Scripture Reflection:
"The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those  
who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined."  

Isaiah 9:2
 

Advent Wreath Prayer:
Dear Jesus, you are the hope in our messy world. This Advent,  

help us slow down, listen to your voice, and focus on what’s 
really important. We place our hope in you as we prepare our  

hearts to celebrate your birth on Christmas. Amen.



ADORATION CHAPEL
"What shall we say of St. Francis Xavier (Jesuit Priest, Patron of Missionaries, Spain,  
1506-1552, Feast Day December 3rd), who at times when distributing Holy Communion  
felt so carried away by the sense of adoration toward Our Lord who was in his hands  
that he got on his knees and in that position continued giving Holy Communion? Did  
that not present a witness of faith and love worthy of heaven?"     ~Fr. Stefano Manelli
 

St. Nicholas (Bishop, Patron of Children and Russia, 4th Century, Myra) witnessed  
to the Real Presence of Christ and gave his life for others especially children in  
charity. It is still a practice to honor St. Nicholas' Feast Day on December 6th by  
putting shoes outside the bedroom doors at night and St. Nicholas will come while  
the children are sleeping to fill the shoes with little surprises, toys and treats.

Divine Mercy Meditation - Suffering to Rescue Souls
 

My daughter, your struggle will last until death. Your last breath 
will mark its end. You shall conquer by meekness (Diary, 1597).

 

I have need of your sufferings to rescue souls (Diary, 1612).
*The words of Jesus appear in boldface type 

 

My Prayer Response:
Jesus, help me not to waste my sufferings, little or great, because 

You need my sufferings to rescue souls. Keep me meek before You as I suffer 
and pray for souls. Amen.

PRO-LIFE THOUGHT OF THE WEEK - 
FORGIVENESS AFTER AN ABORTION

     All mothers of conscience will suffer feelings of guilt & remorse. There is only one permanent  
solution for a grieving mother: a solution based on reality, not on denial or pretense. This  
solution is FORGIVENESS.
     Our merciful God loves us & wants to forgive us & help us find peace. However, forgiveness is  
a gift that must be received to take effect. Just like any other gift, we do not receive forgiveness  
until we choose to receive it. God does not want anyone going through life punishing themselves  
for having an abortion or being part of an abortion. 
   Women who have had an abortion can accept God's gift of forgiveness & if more help is needed,  
seek professional help. Attending a retreat like Rachel's Vineyard & Project Rachel (which are very  
active in our nation) can be very helpful. 
    Many women who have had abortions carry understandable bitterness toward men who used  
or abused them, toward parents & friends who were insensitive to their predicament, & towards  
those who misled or pressured them to abort. God wants women to take the forgiveness He has  
given them & extend it to others. This frees them from the awful burden of resentment &  
bitterness.
   After accepting God's forgiveness, a wonderful way to heal & give something back (for a woman  
who has had an abortion) is to commit herself to the pro-life movement in defending life & reach  
out to other prospective mothers in crisis pregnancy situations. In this way, God uses us to help  
others and share with them His love & guidance.

"One day after he had celebrated Holy Mass, St. Ambrose (Bishop, Doctor, Patron of Candlemakers, 340- 
397, Italy) was approached by a woman afflicted with paralysis who wanted to kiss his hands. This  
woman had great faith in those hands that has consecrated the Eucharist; and she was cured at once."   
                                                                    ~From Jesus Our Eucharistic Love, Fr. Stefano Manelli, O.F.M.



GIVING TREES - RETURN BY 12/9 & 12/10
The students of the St. Anthony of Padua Little Trojans Pre-School class are asking for your  
support in living in the way of St. Nicholas. As we count our many blessings during the holiday  
season, we remember those who are less fortunate. The Little Trojans Pre-School class is  
partnering with Birthright of Lorain for the Giving Tree Program. Please choose an ornament form  
one of the Giving Trees located in the Church vestibules. DO NOT WRAP the gifts. Please use an open gift  
bag & attach the ornament tag, Please return  gifts to the church by the weekend of December  
9th & 10th and place them in front of the St. Anthony altar. The gifts will be delivered to the  
Lorain County Birthright & will be received by those in need this Christmas Season.
 

The Little Trojans Pre-School students & Birthright sincerely than you for your generosity.

HISTORY OF ST. ANTHONY CONTINUED
        In November of 2000, Fr. Regis Schlagheck, asocial pastor, succeeded Fr.  
Christian who was assigned to St. Anthony Friary in Louisville, Kentucky.  Fr. Regis  
was only pastor for a year after being appointed Guardian of the Basilica of Our  
Lady of Consolation in Carey, Ohio in September of 2001, at which time Fr. Joseph  
West was named pastor of St. Anthony’s on September 11th.

MONTHLY HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE AT ST. TERESA - 12/19
All are invited to come pray before our Eucharistic Lord on Tuesday, December 19th at 7:00 pm  
at St. Teresa of Avila Church. The Holy Hour will include Scripture Reading, Litanies and the Most  
Holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

MARIAN GUILD CHRISTMAS BRUNCH - 12/10
Remember, ALL the ladies of the parish are invited to the Christmas brunch  on Sunday,  

December 10th after the 10 am Mass in the Lorain Senior Center on Garfield Blvd!! 
We will be entertained by the famous “Frank and Dean” who will take us down memory lane 

singing songs from the Rat Pack, and other artists of that era! They are terrific!
Reservations are now being excepted. 

Please RSVP to Terri George, 2220 E. Erie Ave., Lorain, OH 44052.
You can make your check out for $15 to the Marian Guild.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MARIAN GUILD HOLIDAY BAKE SALE - 12/16 & 12/17
The Marian Guild’s 3rd Annual Holiday Bake Sale and Basket Raffle will be held 
on the weekend of December 16th & 17th in the main vestibule of the church. 

This year we will be having a special table for the children of the parish to purchase Christmas  
cookies! What a nice way to say thank you to grandma! Anyone in the parish who would like to  
donate homemade cookies for this event, please call Linda at 440–667–9050. We will arrange to  

have your cookies picked up if you were unable to drop them off that weekend.

 BE THE LIGHT: SHARE YOUR BLESSINGS
This annual holiday program is meant to help our needy School Families & Active  
Parishioner Families. We are asking for monetary donations that can be used to purchase gift  
cards to help these needy families. Donations can be made through the regular weekend  
collections on this weekend, December 2nd-3rd or mailed to the Parish Office. Checks  
should include the memo line: Be the Light.
 

If you are a family that needs help, please call 440-288-1752 Ext. 247 and leave your name and  
phone number. You will be verified and then contacted.  The cut off date will be Tuesday,  
December 5th.
 

Thank you for considering a donation on behalf of our struggling brothers and sisters. 
God Bless You!
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Dr. William M. Schwartz
Family Dentistry - Ins., Visa, 

M.C. Accepted
Eve. & Sat. Hrs.

Call 934-4485 or 365-9872
5330 Meadow Lane Ct., Suite B 

(North College Meadows)
Parishioner

 Dovin and Reber Jones
 Funeral &
 Cremation Center

1110 Cooper Foster Park Road
Amherst, Ohio 44001

440.985.2100
www.dovinreberjones.com

Matthew A. Stempowski, DDS
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

1936 Cooper Foster Park Rd. W
Lorain, Ohio 44053

 Phone: (440) 233-4155
 Fax: (440) 240-8715
 www.navydds.com
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RAY GIDICH
HEATING & AIR 

CONDITIONING, INC.
Residential & Commercial
440-245-1772

OH LIC #48775

Muzik’s Auto Care
TIRES • BATTERIES
BRAKES • EXHAUST

MINOR REPAIRS
704 West Erie Avenue

(440) 960-2000
THE

FREE ESTIMATES • TREE TRIMMING
TREE REMOVAL • FULLY INSURED

Supporting Our Local
Communities Since 2000

Ask about your winter price!
440-985-2676

STUMP GUY

 Since 1951

Flowers, Plants, Garden Accessories
Fruit, Gourmet & Wine Baskets

2 Floors of Unique Gifts & Decor2 Floors of Unique Gifts & Decor
1001 Reid Ave. (10th & Reid)

(440) 244-5259(440) 244-5259
www.zelekflowershop.com

Your Community Bank
 3721 Oberlin Ave.
 Lorain
 440-282-6188

www.FFLorain.bank

Contact us for all your
automotive service needs.

 jaxautomotive.com

Bring in this ad for 10% OFF 
any repairs over $100.

Ohio

CatholicMatch.com/OH

The Stores That Save You the Runaround
2253 Colorado Ave. • Lorain, OH

440-288-0191

Reidy-Scanlan-Giovannazzo
Funeral Home & Cremation Service

2150 Broadway • Lorain, OH
Traditional Funerals

Pre-Arranged Funerals • Cremation
Call for a Free Consultation

Vincent J. Giovannazzo
 440-244-1961

 www.rsgfuneralhome.com

 MICHAEL D. TULLY, CO., L.P.A.
 A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

Serving the Residents of Lorain County Since 1980
Probate and estate administration

6061 South Broadway, Lorain, OH 44053
(440) 233-8526 • www.miketully.com

Janasko Insurance 
Agency  Inc.

The Trusted Choice®

562 Broadway, Lorain
440-245-6268  
fax 440-246-6268

www.janaskoinsurance.com

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Michelle Weaver

mweaver@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6302

Save on your Cooling Maintenance, 
Call for details

www.raymondplumbing.com
1351 Broadway, Lorain • 440-244-5584

 PLUMBING
 HEATING
 COOLING

 AMHERST ELYRIA
 440-986-8507 440-323-6120

Serving Lorain County for Over 50 Years


