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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

 The Readings for today pick up again the theme of the 
"Coming of the King..." but in a way that asks us to examine our 
hearts to see if we are really getting ready to receive Him.  

 In the First Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (7:10-14), 
we have the familiar story about the Prophet's confrontation with 
King Ahaz of Judah. (Circa 735-715 BC approximately) Judah is 
faced with an invasion by the Assyrians, and Ahaz believes that an 
alliance with Egypt is better than relying upon God and His 
promises to save Judah. In frustration, Isaiah gives Ahaz a "sign" 
that is so unusual it should have caused the king to take notice, but 
he refuses and plunges Judah into disaster. The essence of this story 
is that God's plan will triumph in spite of mankind's refusal to 
cooperate. This is also a veiled warning to us today to be careful 
about our relationships.  

 In the Responsorial Psalm (24:1-6), the psalmist spells out 
the conditions that God expects of us in presenting our worship to 
the King of all nations. Ascending the "mountain of the Lord" was 
the Jewish way of saying "Let us go to Jerusalem and its temple in 
order to worship the Lord of all creation." It fits into our reading for 
this day because it asks us to prepare ourselves for the coming of the 
"King of all nations” at Christmas time.  

 The Second Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the 
Romans (1:1-7). In this opening passage and greeting, Paul lays out 
the whole purpose of his and our call as Christians, and that is 
"called to belong to Jesus Christ" and "called to holiness and 
apostleship" so that he and we might spread the name of Jesus and 
by doing so, bring others to believe.  

 In the Gospel Reading from the Gospel of Matthew (1:18- 
24), we hear the familiar story of how Jesus came into this world 
"through a woman" in what appears to be a normal birth process. 
However, as we now know, the story is anything but "normal." It is 
the fulfillment of the promises made to David and to his successors, 
such as King Ahaz, and to all mankind, for He, Jesus, is the savior of 
the world. Without our belief and trust in this truth, we would still be 
in sin, and our faith would be worthless. (See 1Corinthians 15:17)  

 Advent is a time of soul-searching and preparing, of waiting 
and hoping, of examining our heart and actions to see if they 
conform to what God expects of us. Are you worshipping with all 
your heart, mind, body and soul? We are all called to holiness 
through our baptism and our worship of the King of kings. We 
cannot afford to wait another minute.  Our preparation time is 
nearing the end. 

Something to think about during your Prayer Time this week. 
 

Rev. Edward J. Smith 
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CONFESSION 

Saturday 3:00 pm or by appt. 
 

BAPTISM 

At least one parent must be a parishioner & 
actively attending Mass prior to calling. 

 

Baptisms will be held on the  
4th Sunday of the month. 

 

MARRIAGE 

At least one member of the couple must be a 
parishioner & actively attending Mass prior 

to calling. No date may be reserved until 
discussion with the pastor of the parish. 

 

Couples need to make arrangements  
at least 6 months in advance 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Call the Parish Office 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

Rev. Edward J. Smith, Pastor 
 

Father Thomas Sanders, OSB, 
Weekend Associate 

 

Father Ken Katricak, OSB,  
Priest in Residence 

 

Deacon Paul Heise 

 

Diana Lesiecki, Business Manager 
 

Kathleen Obermiller,  
Bulletin Editor/PCL 

 

John Kowalski, Music Minister 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

Altar Servers - Alan Brailer 
 

Art & Environment - Linda Mathewson 

 

Extraordinary Ministers of  
Holy Communion - Marybeth Brailer 

 

Lectors - Nadya Cole 

 

Sacristans - Mike Darby 

 

Ushers - Alan Brailer 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

Carol Jancsura 

Joe Smith 

Amy Rottman 

David Zientarski 



SUNDAY READINGS 

FIRST READING: Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you this sign: the 
virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall name him Emmanuel. (Isa 7:14)  
 

PSALM: Let the Lord enter; he is king 
of glory. (Ps 24)  
 

SECOND READING: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. (Rom 1:7)  
 

GOSPEL: “Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary your wife into 
your home. For it is through the Holy 
Spirit that this child has been conceived 
in her. She will bear a son and you are to 
name him Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins.” (Mt 1:20-21)  
 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.  

All rights reserved.   

MASS INTENTIONS 
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Sunday - December 21st - 4th Sunday of Advent  
     10:00 am -     †Ellie Shulsky-DiLuciano 

     Requested by: Our Faith Prayer Group 

 

Monday - December 22nd - Advent Weekday Mass 

 8:30 am -     †Living & Deceased of the Parish 

         

Tuesday - December 23rd - St. John of Kanty, Priest  
 8:30 am -     †Andrew Michalski 
     Requested by: Richard & Stephanie Michalski 
 

Wednesday - December 24th - Nativity of the Lord Vigil - Christmas Eve  
 4:00 pm -     †Jeanne Provenza 

     Requested by: Ken Provenza 

 

Thursday - December 25th - Nativity of the Lord - Christmas Day  
     10:00 am -     †Leo Wysocki 
     Requested by: Agatha Golab 

  

Saturday - December 27th - St. John, Apostle and Evangelist  
 4:00 pm -     †Carlos Arroyo 

     Requested by: Cooper Family 

 

Sunday - December 28th - The Holy Family  
     10:00 am -     †Anita Clark 

     Requested by: Agatha Golab 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

DECEMBER 21, 2025 

 

Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (7c, 
10b)/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24  
 

Monday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 
8abcd/Lk 1:46-56  
 

Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 
10 and 14/Lk 1:57-66  
 

Wednesday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 
14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29/Lk 1:67-79  
 

Thursday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 
27, 29 (2a)/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 
1:18-25 Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13 
(Lk 2:11)/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 Dawn: Is 62:11-

12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 Day: Is 
52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 (3c)/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 
1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 

 

Friday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 
and 8ab, 16bc and 17/Mt 10:17-22  
 

Saturday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 
20:1a, 2-8  
 

Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 
4-5 (see 1)/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Mt 2:13-15, 
19-23  3 

Wednesday, December 24th at 4:00 pm 

Eucharistic Ministers: Jessica S., Genevieve Z., Pam W. 
 

Thursday, December 25th at 10:00 am 

Eucharistic Ministers: Dan L., Karen L. 
 

Saturday, December 27th at 4:00 pm 

Lectors: Marybeth B. 
Eucharistic Ministers: Pam W., Patty R., Jessica S. 

 

Sunday, December 28th at 10:00 am 

Lectors: Celia F. 
Eucharistic Ministers: Hilaire T., Dan L., Karen L. 

 

PRAYER FOR ADVENT - MIRACLES! 
Dear God, You are in the miracle business. I still believe that You can move 
mountains and separate seas. Break into every unknown and astound us with 

Your goodness and grace. Amen. 

HOLY DAY MASS SCHEDULE  
 

Christmas - Nativity of the Lord:  
Wednesday, December 24th at 4:00 pm  
Thursday, December 25th at 10:00 am 

 

New Year’s - The Solemnity of Mary,  
The Holy Mother of God: 

Wednesday, December 31st at 4:00 pm 

Thursday, January 1st at 10:00 am 



OFFERTORY REPORT 
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NEW FISCIAL YEAR & BUDGET (7/1/25-6/30/26)  
  

 AMOUNT BUDGETED WEEKLY…….................... $ 6,347.00  
 SUNDAY COLLECTION (11/23/2025) .….…….....  $ 3,750.00  
 7/1/2025 TO DATE +/(-) NEW BUDGET………. - ($24,730.12)  
 

MY GIFT TO GOD REFLECTS HIS GENEROSITY TO ME 
 

If you are unable to contribute, please submit your envelopes all the 
same as it is our most clear indication of active participation for Mass. 

Please keep the following people in your prayers: 

 

Gloria Badillo Scott Barnes Janet Baxter Tim “Swampy”  
Burton 

Pete Cetovich Lynn Coscho 

Ann DiFrancesco Jerry Donovan Dominic Doré Denise Ellis  Diane Fate Leonard Findish 

Deacon  
Jose Flores 

Norma Jean Flores Scott Friges Virginia Glass Barbara Glick Joe Gluvna 

Brian Grace Dan George Renee Golowenski Carol Gonzales Jillian Gonzalez Clara Hodorowski 

Kevin Holley Phyllis Holomuzki Bob Humphrey Jennifer Humphrey Boston Lee  
Jackson 

Iris Pearl Jackson 

Al Jacobs Sylvia Johnston Johnna Kuhar  Tina Lascko Amanda  
Jacobs-Leadbetter 

Dean Martin III 

Alan McCartney Rita McConley Sandra Merkly Jen Mitterholzer  Father Christian 
Moore 

Frank Murphy 

Jim “Daddy-o” 
Naugle 

Mary Nazario Joan Paterniti Raul, Maria &  
Leti Patino 

Luci Payne Elizabeth Raddell 

Emily Raddell Joe Rizzo Judy Smith Mother & Dad 
Spanos 

Emily Stefan Jace Tokarczyk 

Nevaeh Torres Peter Uies Stacie Velasquez Nick Vivens Linda Vrbancic Sherri Wedgeworth 

Paul Winkler Doris Zgola-

Whitka 

    

 

Call the Parish Office if you would like to add someone to this list. Please notify us when to remove the name. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Call the “Prayer Line” for immediate prayer requests, Linda: 440-667-9050 or Terri, 440-320-3272 

2025 CONTRIBUTIONS 
The cutoff date for 2025 Mass contributions is Wednesday, December 31, 2025.  

All Mass Contributions made the last weekend, December 27th & 28th, will be recorded as a 2025 contribution.  
If you mail your envelopes, we will go by the postmark date.  Any questions, please call Diana, 440-288-0106. 

THANK YOU FROM ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul would like to say THANK YOU! Our Blanket Sunday Campaign was very successful 
this year and we appreciate your support. Every gift, large or small, has made an impact and will help us purchase blankets 
and beds, and help with utility bills. Winter is in full swing already, and the need is greater than ever. With the success of 

Blanket Sunday, we can offer more hope to families in need. God Bless YOU! 
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DIVINE MERCY MEDITATION -  
KING OF MERCY 

Write this: before I come as the Just Judge, I am coming first as the King of Mercy. 
Before the day of justice arrives, there will be given to people a sign  

in the heavens of this sort: 
 

All light in the heavens will be extinguished, and there will be great darkness  
over the whole earth. Then the sign of the cross will be seen in the sky,  

and from the openings where the hands and the feet of the Savior were nailed  
will come forth great lights which will light up the earth for a period of time.  

This will take place shortly before the last day (Diary, 83).  
*The words of Jesus appear in boldface type  

 

My Prayer Response:  
Lord Jesus, come now as the King of Mercy. We so need Your mercy, Lord.  

May the sign of Your Cross draw all of mankind to Your merciful Love.  
May we desire Your mercy, ask for it, and receive it with thanksgiving. Amen. 

 

Get daily mediations emailed to you at 
forms.thedivinemercy.org/dmdsignup/. 

 

 

JESUS, I TRUST IN YOU! 

Merry Christmas: O Come Let Us Adore Him, Our Eucharistic Savior 
 

“The refrain of a classic Christmas carol includes the words, ‘O Come let us adore Him.’ Being able 
to enjoy Christ’s Real Presence, to adore Him both in the celebration of Mass and in the silence of 

Eucharistic Adoration outside of Mass is a grace for which we should be supremely grateful. In 
looking at the rhythms of Christmas and the rhythms of the Church’s Eucharistic Life, I am reminded 
of the winsome words I once saw on a holiday plaque: ‘The magic of Christmas is not in the presents, 

but in His Presence.’ ” ~Dr. Dan Osborn 
 

St. Stephen, Deacon, Martyr, Patron of Deacons & Stonemasons (D. 35) -  
Feast Day: December 26th  

St. Stephen was one of the first deacons called to live a Eucharistic life and preach God’s word, 
“He, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked up intently to heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God and he said, ‘Behold, I see the heavens opened and the Son of  

Man standing at the right hand of God.’” (Acts 7:55-56) 

 

PRO-LIFE THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

FROM PROLIFECORNER.COM 
 

 

Even though Roe v Wade is no longer a federal law, we still face abortions every day. However, 
due to the individual states deciding their own abortion regulations, abortions have thankfully 

decreased somewhat. We must continue to work and pray diligently to end abortion in our 
nation and save God’s beautiful unborn babies. It is our hope that these quotes will inspire you 

to share them and to join pro-life. Continue to pray to end abortion.  
 

Think about this:   
The mystery of the Incarnation reveals the specific value of the dignity of human life.   

God gave us this gift and sanctified it when the Son became man and was born of Mary.   
It is a gift that must be protected, from conception until natural death.  

 

Lord, let us not be cowards; give us the courage & wisdom necessary  
to stand up & fight the evil of abortion & euthanasia today. Amen! 
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TIME TO SCHEDULE MORE MASSES INTENTIONS 
We will open Masses for April, May and June of 2026 on Wednesday, January 7th.  

You can schedule by calling, 440-288-0106 ext. 221. Please leave a message with your name, date of intention wanted,  
name of intention and your phone number. We will call you back when scheduling is complete.  

Requests will be honored in the order we receive them.  
 

For the rest of the 2026 requests, we will open the books: 
Wednesday, April 1st for July, August & September AND Wednesday, July 1st for October, November & December 

PASTOR’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

Today the world celebrates one of the most important Holy Days and Holidays of the year. For weeks, everyone has 
been looking forward to this day with all kinds of emotions ranging from high expectations to deep depression. Even our 

church is highly decorated, with more people attending than almost any other day; but rather than commenting on the 
individual readings for this great day, which everyone should already know, I would like to offer the following:  

 

"Are you ready for Christmas?" is an often heard greeting these days and many of us will immediately think about the 
gifts we have forgotten to buy, or the cards we should have sent and didn't or the invitations that we had to turn down 

because of other conflicts; but are you really ready for the visit of the Christ Child? 
  

Remember:  
"C" is for Christ!  Without Him there would be no reason to celebrate.  

"H" is for Holy!  Are we prepared to meet and greet the Holy One of God?  
"R" is for Royalty!  After all, He is the "King of kings and the Lord of Lords."  
"I" is for Incarnation!  God’s becoming Man to show us the way back home.  

“S” is for Savior!  The gift He holds out to us is Eternal Salvation.  
“T” is for Time!  Have you taken the time to see what Gift Jesus wants from you? 
"M" is for Mary!  How could we celebrate a divine birth without a Holy Mother?  
"A" is for Adoration!  Taking time during this season to worship the Son of God.  

"S" is for Sacred!  Let's keep this day holy, sacred, and sane.  
 

Remember, God's gift to you is your life, your very being.  Your gift to Him is what you do with it.   
Just something to think about during your prayer time this week!  

Merry Christmas, Everyone!  ~Rev. Edward J. Smith & Staff 

CHRISTMAS HYMNS - 12/24 & 12/25 

Join us in singing Christmas hymns from the Missal 25 minutes before both Christmas Masses.  
 

Tuesday, December 24th at 3:35 pm & Wednesday, December 25th at 9:35 am. 
 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in your richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish on another,  
singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.” Col 3:16 

CALLING ALL CHILDREN FOR CHRISTMAS EVE MASS - 12/24  
We are asking all children of the parish and school to help us celebrate the birth of Jesus!  

 

On Wednesday, December 24th during the 4 pm Christmas Vigil Mass, we will have a procession with  
all our children. Please arrive at the main vestibule of the church by 3:50 pm to join us in the procession.  

 

All the children will process up the aisle with Fr. Ken to the Nativity Manger where Baby Jesus will be placed  
and the manger will be blessed. When the blessing is over, a small gift will be given to the children and  

they will return to their seats with their families to enjoy the Christmas Service.  
 

THANK YOU FOR HELPING MAKE OUR CHRISTMAS VIGIL SO SPECIAL!  

School will be closed until Monday, January 5th, 2026. Classes resume on Tuesday, January 6th, 2026.  
 

The Parish Office & entire St. Anthony Campus will be closed from 
Wednesday, December 24th though Friday, December 26th for Christmas.  

We will reopen on Monday, December 29th for regular hours, 9 am - 2 pm.  
 

We will then be closed for the New Year from Wednesday, December 31st through Friday, January 2nd, 2026. 
 Everything will be open as normal on Monday, January 5th, 2025.  



 

 

MAKE A DONATION 
TO ST. ANTHONY’S 

 

BULLETIN  
SUBMISSIONS  

 

If you would like to  
submit an article for an  

upcoming Bulletin,  
please send requests to  

obermillerk@stanthonylorain.com 
by Monday at 10 am.  
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Dr. William M. Schwartz
Family Dentistry - Ins., Visa, 

M.C. Accepted
Eve. & Sat. Hrs.

Call 934-4485 or 365-9872
5330 Meadow Lane Ct., Suite B 

(North College Meadows)

Parishioner

	 Dovin and Reber Jones
	 Funeral &
	 Cremation Center

1110 Cooper Foster Park Road
Amherst, Ohio 44001

440.985.2100
www.dovinreberjones.com

Matthew A. Stempowski, DDS
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

1936 Cooper Foster Park Rd. W
Lorain, Ohio 44053

	 Phone: (440) 233-4155
	 Fax: (440) 240-8715
	 www.navydds.com

Ohio

CatholicMatch.com/OH

Home Style Cooking • Pick-Up Orders Available

Weddings • Steak Frys • Graduation Parties

Special Occasions • Funerals • Bu�et Style

440-244-5173 • Fax 440-244-5587

www.flignersmarket.com
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Muzik’s Auto Care
TIRES • BATTERIES
BRAKES • EXHAUST

MINOR REPAIRS
704 West Erie Avenue

(440) 960-2000
THE

FREE ESTIMATES • TREE TRIMMING

TREE REMOVAL • FULLY INSURED

Supporting Our Local
Communities Since 2000

Ask about your winter price!

440-985-2676

S
TUMP GUY

	 Since 1951

Flowers, Plants, Garden Accessories
Fruit, Gourmet & Wine Baskets

2 Floors of Unique Gifts & Decor2 Floors of Unique Gifts & Decor
1001 Reid Ave. (10th & Reid)

(440) 244-5259(440) 244-5259
www.zelekflowershop.com

Your Community Bank

	 3721 Oberlin Ave.

	 Lorain

	 440-282-6188

www.FFLorain.bank

Janasko Insurance 
Agency  Inc.

The Trusted Choice®

562 Broadway, Lorain
440-245-6268  

fax 440-246-6268

www.janaskoinsurance.com

	 PLUMBING

	 HEATING

	 COOLING

	 AMHERST	 ELYRIA

	440-986-8507	440-323-6120

Serving Lorain County for Over 50 Years

The Stores That Save You the Runaround

2253 Colorado Ave. • Lorain, OH

440-288-0191

GLUVNA • SHIMO • HROMADA
Funeral Chapel

3224 Broadway • Lorain
(440) 246-2118

gluvnashimohromada.com

Jeff Shimo
Jerry Hromada
Funeral Directors

Reidy-Scanlan-Giovannazzo
Funeral Home & Cremation Service

2150 Broadway • Lorain, OH
Traditional Funerals

Pre-Arranged Funerals • Cremation
Call for a Free Consultation

Vincent J. Giovannazzo
 440-244-1961

 www.rsgfuneralhome.com

www.raymondplumbing.com

LET’S GROW  

YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Michelle Weaver

mweaver@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6302

440-233-5012
www.argentiautobody.com

CountyWide 
Roofing
440-246-3328

www.countywideroof.com
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Get Your Free Estimate Today!

Tabitha Leith Amador, REALTOR®

Cell 440-328-5497
Office 440-596-4440
tabsellshomes2@gmail.com

36178 CENTER RIDGE ROAD, NORTH RIDGEVILLE, OH 44039

P.O. BOX 3027, LORAIN, OH

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • INDUSTRIAL

THOMAS PATRICK • OHLIC #15296

440-396-5781
patrickelec@gmail.com

WE’RE 

NOW  

OPEN

903 E Erie 
Ave., Lorain, 

44052

(440) 
240-8256 K Cream Parlour

Piazza & Cooke Co., LPA
Amanda M. Cooke

Attorney at Law
5320 Hoag Drive, Ste C, ShefǪeld Village

440-365-8388
Real Estate Law • Estates

Wills and Trusts

www.pcsohiolaw.com

440-245-1772

Residential & Commercial oh lic # 48775

Celebrating 40 Years in Business


