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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

The Readings for today are about choices and the wisdom that
should be used for practical purposes as well as to avoid offending God or
our neighbor. For some, this is a tough balancing act because it takes self-
control and there are so many distractions and enticements in this life that
we are often blinded as to what we should do. Let us see how these are
handled in the following readings:

In the First Reading, from Sirach (15:15-20), the writings of the
Sage Sirach are included among the “Wisdom Books” of the Old
Testament, so-called because they do not tell us about certain people or
event; rather, they tell us how to deal with the people around us and how to
make the proper choice when confronted with a problem and multiple
choices. The advice given here is truly inspired and no further advice need
be given accept to say, read this passage every day and you will truly
“live.”

The Responsorial Psalm, (7119:1-34), continues the same line of
thinking and is very much like the Beatitudes in Matthew’s Gospel. Again,
this, along with the above passage from Sirach, would make a most
inspiring “morning offering” prayer. Try it and you will see some very
good results.

The Second Reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the
Corinthians (2:6-10). Here, Paul talks about a certain wisdom given to
those who are mature in their faith and who desire to walk the straight and
narrow path. It is also available to anyone who wishes to do the same
thing, but who might be faced with multiple choices. The next step is to
turn to the Holy Spirit for guidance and direction ‘’for the Spirit scrutinizes
everything even the depths of God.”

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of Matthew (5:17-37).
This rather long passage is from the “Sermon on the Mount” and is
directed to all of Jesus’ disciples, then and now. It is an extension of the
Ten Commandments, with a little more detail for each of those, applying to
interaction with others. And it warns us — us, today — just as it did 2000
years ago, that there are consequences for those who disregard the
teachings of God in Jesus Christ. He goes on to say, “Unless your way of
life surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter the
kingdom of heaven.”

Now, you might say “Wow, That’s a tall order!” Yes, it is but just
look around you today and see how many people are suffering from
depression-like symptoms because of their poor choices in life. The
enticements of this generation are leading young and older people to do
things not imagined just a few years ago. Respect, Responsibility, Dignity
and Manners seem to have disappeared from our society, but God hasn’t
changed and He is going to hold us
responsible for our actions according to
His teachings not according to the latest
fad.

Something to think about during your
prayer time this week.

Rev. Edward J.
Smith
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SACRAMENTAL

CELEBRATIONS

CONFESSION
Saturday 3:00 pm or by appt.

BAPTISM

At least one parent must be a parishioner &
actively attending Mass prior to calling.

Baptisms will be held on the
4th Sunday of the month.

MARRIAGE

At least one member of the couple must be a
parishioner & actively attending Mass prior
to calling. No date may be reserved until
discussion with the pastor of the parish.

Couples need to make arrangements
at least 6 months in advance

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish Office

PASTORAL STAFF
440-288-0106

Rev. Edward J. Smith, Pastor

Father Thomas Sanders, OSB,
Weekend Associate

Father Ken Katricak, OSB,
Priest in Residence

Deacon Paul Heise
Diana Lesiecki, Business Manager

Kathleen Obermiller,
Bulletin Editor/PCL

John Kowalski, Music Minister

LITURGICAL
MINISTRIES

Altar Servers - Alan Brailer
Art & Environment - Linda Mathewson

Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion - Marybeth Brailer

Lectors - Nadya Cole
Sacristans - Mike Darby
Ushers - Alan Brailer

PARISH COUNCIL

Carol Jancsura
Joe Smith
Amy Rottman
David Zientarski



SUNDAY READINGS

FIRST READING: No one does he
command to act unjustly, to none does he
give license to sin. (Sir 15:20)

PSALM: Blessed are they who follow
the law of the Lord! (Ps 119)

SECOND READING: Rather, we
speak of God’s wisdom, mysterious,
hidden, which God predetermined before
the ages for our glory. (1 Cor 2:7)

GOSPEL: “I tell you, unless your
righteousness surpasses that of the
scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter
the kingdom of heaven.” (Mt 5:20)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
All rights reserved.

ASH WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 18™

MASS AT 8:30 AM
ASH SERVICE AT NOON

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
FEBRUARY 15, 2026

Sunday: Sir 15:15-20/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-
18, 33-34/1 Cor 2:6-10/Mt 5:17-37 or 5:20-
22a, 27-28, 33-34a, 37

Monday: Jas 1:1-11/Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72,
75, 76/Mk 8:11-13

Tuesday: Jas 1:12-18/Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15,
18-19/Mk 8:14-21

Wednesday: J1 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab,
12-13, 14 and 17/2 Cor 5:20-6:2/Mt 6:1-6,
16-18

Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and
6/Lk 9:22-25

Friday: Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19/
Mt 9:14-15

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/
Lk 5:27-32

Next Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-4, 5
-6, 12-13, 17/Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/
Mt 4:1-11

e ccenevey

Sunday - February 15th - 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
10:00 am - tJeannie Zernikow
Requested by: Loving Family

Monday - February 16th - Presidents’ Day
8:30 am -  ftMarceline (Marcie) Downie
Requested by: Maureen Slaven

Tuesday - February 17th - The 7 Holy Founders of the Servite Order
8:30am -  fJames D. Reagan
Requested by: Reagan Family

Wednesday - February 18th - Ash Wednesday
8:30am -  fLiving & Deceased Members of the Parish

Saturday - February 21st - St. Peter Damian, Bishop & Doctor of the
Church

4:00 pm -  fMary Cooper

Requested by: Cooper Family
Sunday - February 22nd - 1st Sunday of Lent

10:00 am - tJohn Bereznay (2nd Anniv.)
Requested by: Karen Bereznay

Catendtonof ETIELTE

February 14th & 15th - 2026 Catholic Charities Appeal Weekend
The theme is “Yours are the hands with which He blesses all the world.”
Your generous support is appreciated. If you did not receive a mailing
from Bishop Malesic, please complete an in-pew envelope.

February 17th & 19th - Pierogi Production from 9am - 2 pm
Ash Wednesday, February 18th - Mass at 8:30 am & Services at Noon

February 20th - First Pierogi Sale from 3-7 pm in the Social Hall
Pierogi Sales will be every Friday during Lent

February 20th - Free Soup Supper in Church Day Chapel at 6:15 pm
followed by our first Lenten Stations of the Cross at 7:00 pm
Stations of the Cross will be every Friday during Lent with Deacon Paul

February 21st & 22nd - National Black & Indian Mission Collection
This collection helps build the Church in African American, Native
American & Alaska Native communities coast to coast. Look for an
envelope in your monthly packet to make a contribution.

March 4th - Diocesan Night of Confession
St. Teresa from 5:00-6:30 pm & St. Anthony from 6:30-8:00 pm

Saturday, February 21st at 4:00 pm e

Lectors: Laura V.
Eucharistic Ministers: Patty R., Jerry D., Pam W.

Sunday, February 22nd at 10:00 am
Lectors: Steve B., Karen B.
Eucharistic Ministers: Lisa S., David L.
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OFFERTORY REPORT

NEW FISCIAL YEAR & BUDGET (7/1/25-6/30/26)

AMOUNT BUDGETED WEEKLY..........cccccccocoeeuee. $ 6,347.00 ASH WEDNESDAY
SUNDAY COLLECTION (1/25/2025) .................. $ 3,351.00 R S e st
7/1/2025 TO DATE +/(-) BUDGET.................. -($34,650.92) &  ou/yreDust

MY GIFT TO GOD REFLECTS HIS GENEROSITY TO ME 325 You Shall Return.

If you are unable to contribute, please submit your envelopes all the
same as it is our most clear indication of active participation for Mass.

MANY PRAYERS ANb SYMPATH

To Carol, Shawn & Brenda, Erin, Colleen
and the many family & friends,
% upon the passing of their beloved husband & father,

Tim “Swampy” Burton on February 9, 2026.

May Tim’s soul and the souls of all the faithfully departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen

e LIFE IS CHANGED, NOT ENDED.

MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION
FROM POPE LEO

FEBRUARY 2026 - I
FOR CHILDREN WITH INCURABLE DISEASES

Let us pray that children suffering from incurable diseases and their families
receive the necessary medical care and support, never losing strength and hope.
Amen.

https://popesprayerusa.net/popes-intentions/

IMPORTANT!!

In order to keep our bulletin prayer requests current, we will be keeping people on the prayer list for 6 months.
Beginning this week, we have removed all previous names.
If you have someone you would like on the prayer list or would like them put back on the prayer list,
please call the office and let us know. Thank you for your prayers!

©LPi

F%” PRAYER REQUESTS

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:

Pete Cetovich Jennifer Humphrey = Amanda Jacobs- Linda Vrbancic
Leadbetter

Call the Parish Office if you would like to add someone to this list. They will be kept on the list for 6 months.

If you would like them to stay on the list after 6 months, just call. Also, please notify us when to remove a name.
A e o e s e 2 B S e Al el e o O S e

Call the “Prayer Line” for immediate prayer requests, Linda: 440-667-9050 or Terri, 440-320-3272
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ADORATION CHAPEL

ASH WEDNESDAY - FEBRUARY 18TH
“Let us return, brothers and sisters. Let us return to God with all our heart. During these weeks of Lent, let us make
space for the prayer of silent adoration in which we experience the Presence of the Lord, like Moses, like Elijah,
like Mary, like Jesus. Have we noticed that we have lost the sense of worship? Let us return to worship. Let us lend
the ear of our hearts to the One who, in silence, wants to say to us: I am your God - the God of mercy and compassion,
the God of pardon and love, the God of tenderness and care . . . Do not judge yourself. Do not condemn yourself.
Do not reject yourself. Let my love touch the deepest, most hidden corners of your heart and reveal to you
your own beauty, a beauty that you have lost sight of, but will become visible to you again in the light of My Mercy.”
~Pope Francis, Ash Wednesday 2024, Homily

1) PIEROGIRCAIIER weccex,

St. Anthony Famous Pierogi are Back!

BE TOTALLY
OPEN

Before confession,
I heard these words
in my soul,

My daughter, tell him
everything and reveal
your soul to him as you
do before Me. Do not
fear anything. It is to
keep you in peace that I
place this priest between
your soul and Myself.
The words he will speak

to you are My words.
SW e et Kr aut Reveal to him your
Erozen soul’s greatest secrets.
or I will give him light to
COOked know your soul

9 25
e ,‘j?» ‘o ¢ (Diary, 232).
‘*‘!P‘R‘ICEQ PRE-ORDER

Frozen Pierogi call or text PRO-LIFE
$10/doz  “ncooked)  440-654-8654 ~THOUGHT

Cooked Pierogi Day of Sale (call OF THE
$12/ doz yith butter & ong!on 4){0_233_1(752 ) WEEK

--------------------------------------------------------- It S easy 10 love lif'e
Pierogi Dinner when it’s beautiful

$15/ each (6 pierogi & 2 sides) and perfect.
......................................................... But the roal
A-La-Carte Sides: “ iofie"ff uf"szv'éf""r

Cabbage & Noodle respect, and defend all
$5/eaCh Macaroni & Cheese ‘ human life from
Y beginning to end;
Pick-up at St. Anthony Social HaII N young and old;
1305 E. Erie Ave. Lorain, OH 44052 &' ‘N born and unborn.

S
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8 Our school joyfully celebrated faith, learning & community with a |
& wide variety of activities for Catholic Schools Week. We began the g
week by celebrating our community with Students Awards, buddy {a
reading between older & younger students, & a service project I
creating blessing bags for Walls of Love. We launched our Book :
Blast event to help build at-home libraries, as well as created a
schoolwide compliment wall filled with positive messages.
8 Students participated in a Living Rosary & made crafts for a local
nursing home. We welcomed our families & community for an
- evening open house featuring an art show & science fair. A day Koy
- was dedicated to celebrating vocations as students dressed as their jgai-|
" favorite saints, made cards for Father Ken, & enjoyed a schoolwide [ieet
bingo game. We concluded the week by celebrating our faculty &
staff with a winter sports pep rally & fun activities for all
students, including a poster relay sharing what they love about
our Catholic school, Catholic trivia, & festive winter-themed
games. It was a blessed week for all!

Come 1o the Table, 5kl .
then STATIONS

. OF THE CROSS
Utk with the Lord beginning Tl lualy 2000

A

Feb. 20 2026 R e e utocr e cr
FRIDAYS 7PM WITH
Free Soup Supper  6:15pm INLENT DEACON PAUL

Stations of the Cross 7:00pm

Join us for a warm evening of
fellowship & prayer starting in the
side day chapel/meeting room of
St. Anthony Church prior to
Stations with Deacon Paul

FIRST SATURDAY
DINNERS ARE BACH
AT ST. ANTHONWV!

FIRST FRIDAY
FORUM OF

oOMroan—
W Linnes
03/06/2026 MARCHIZNC026
LUNCH BEGINS AT 11:30 AM - ANTHONY‘; (‘).gI;\ i = :IIJ:LT
COST: $25 *BASEMENT UNDER GYM*

COMEHEAREI Y RIA 1305 E. ERIE AVE., LORAIN

CATHOLIC STUDENTS
TALK ABOUT THIR
ONGOING FAITH.

TOM’S COUNTRY PLACE
3442 STONEY RIDGE RD, AVON

Menu:
Adult - 8§15
Spaghetti Dinner with 4 Meatballs
Garden Salad & Bread
Coffee: Regular & Decaf & Hot Tea
Dessert available

Children (under 10) - $5
Spaghetti Dinner with 2 Meatballs
Milk

Reservations need to be rgceived by Dine in or Carry out! \Q,Q °Q
Friday, Feb. 27" | RSUP: YUY0-288-0106 < P
Call 440-320-3272 or . O
email ffflorain@gmail.com Edenraton anvailalble! Q’Q




ST. THOMAS LENTEN FISH FRY

719 Harris Road, Sheffield Lake, Ohio
Serving 4:00-7:00 pm
Close to Sheffield Lake Fire and Police
Fridays: February 20" to March 27th
f the Best Fish F Pulse Magazine 2023, 2024, 2025

Nomin n

LENTEN
fry

St. Teresa of Avila Parish
1878 Abbe Roi
Sheffield Village, OH 44054
All Fridays of Lent
4:30-7:00pm e

1 BIGGBY.
W COFFEE

* You can try the rest but you will be back for the best, St Thomas Fish Fry *
* Shop Local. Shop our supporting business on this page *

Menu
Dinners:
Perch (2) and Shrimp (3) Combo Dinner 8$17.00
Perch Dinner (3) 8$17.00
Beer Battered Cod Dinner (2) $17.00
Shrimp Dinner (6) 8$17.00
Baked Walleye (1) Limited Orders 817.00  Pre-Order Suggested
Senior Perch Dinner (2) or Cod Dinner (1) $15.00
Pierogi Dinner (6) $15.00

Dinners include: coleslaw, dessert and
choice of 1: fresh cut fries, mac n cheese, pierogies or cabbage n noodles (Haluski).

DINNERS

All dinners include coleslaw, dessert, %’L_"‘l'z: 400 gz
roll, and your choice of: fries, cabbage 1lerogies d
& noodles, mac & cheese, or pierogi. A-LA-CARTE Mac n Cheese $4.00 DN s Q)
Lake Perch $20 New England Clam Chowder $6 Fresh Cut Fries 84.00 SE m ﬁ
3'plecesof perch Cabbage and Noodles (Haluski) §4.00 Y ‘>/}t_:i cz
X Pierogi: Potato & Cheese - 5pc $5 EXTRA )
TR s $20 Piece Perch (1),Cod (1) or Shrimp (3) $5.00 =5
ot <20 Mac & Cheese $5 Baked Walleye (1) Limited Orders 87.00  Pre-Order Suggested O N
ombo N . . . s
2pc perch & 6pc shrimp Cabbage & Noodles $5 Coleslaw, Tartar Sauce or Cocktail Sauce 8 .50 Q
: : crd
::’i::?' $12 Fries Dessert $3.00 -
Beverage (Pop or Water) $1.00 m
Mac & Cheese $12 Coffee Donation

Dine in dinners receive your choice of:
coffee, tea, lemonade, or iced tea

CASH, CHECK,

DEBIT/CREDIT CARDS
ACCEPTED

*Takeout orders available 440-240-8370. Credit Cards Accepted.*

Thank you for supporting St. Thomas Church.
Stations of the Cross Fridays at 4:00 during Lent

- ' Dr. William M. Schwartz Dovin AND REBER JoNES
Matthew A. Stempowski, DDS F I-I G N E R s Family Dentistry - Ins., Visa, |||/ Funerar &
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry ’ ’ CremaTION CENTER

1936 Cooper Foster Park Rd. W
Lorain, Ohio 44053

19 2 4

SINCE
Home Style Cooking - Pick-Up Orders Available

Phone: (440) 233-4155 Weddings - Steak Frys - Graduation Parties . Ambherst, Ohio 44001
Fax: (440) 240-8715 Special Occasions - Funerals - Buffet Style 5330 Meadow Lane Ct" Suite B 440 985 2100
www.navydds.com 440-244-5173 - Fax 440-244-5587 (North College Meadows) N -

www.flignersmarket.com Parishioner www.dovinreberjones.com

M.C. Accepted
Eve. & Sat. Hrs.

Call 934'4485 or 365'9872 1110 COOPE[‘ Foster Park Road

NEVER MISS
OUR BULLETIN!

SUBSCRIBE

Have our bulletin emailed
to you every week.

]

Visit www.parishesonline.com

catholicmaich’
Ohio

CatholicMatch.com/OH

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

=

ADT-Monitored Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

Authorized

provider | SafeStreets

| ADT |

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

14-0147



Your Community Bank

3721 Oberlin Ave.
Lorain

frtocd
M 440-282-6188

rpic www.FFLorain.bank %

;: &MST
°°° PLUMBING HEATING %
& AIR CONDITIONING El

Since 1957 e

www.raymondplumbing.com

Reidy-Scanlan-Giovannazzo
Funeral Home & Cremation Service
2150 Broadway « Lorain, OH
Traditional Funerals
Pre-Arranged Funerals - Cremation
Call for a Free Consultation
Vincent J. Giovannazzo
440-244-1961
www.rsgfuneralhome.com

Faith, Hope, and Remembrance

* Pre-Planning

 Headstones

Piazza & Cooke Co., LPA
Amanda M. Cooke
Attorney at Law
5320 Hoag Drive, Ste C, Sheffield Village
440-365-8388
Real Estate Law ° Estates
Wills and Trusts
www.pcsohiolaw.com

* Grief Support

www.clecem.org
216-641-7575

Tabitha Leith Amador, REALTOR®

Cell 440-328-5497

Office 440-596-4440  R|[JSSELL
tabsellshomes2@gmail.com AL ESTA R
36178 CENTER RIDGE ROAD, NORTH RIDGEVILLE, OH 44039

®(MLS &

PLUMBING
HEATING

DM COOLING

Seruing Lorain (County for Over 50 Years

AUTO BODY

440-233-5012

www.argentiautobody.com

AMHERST ELYRIA -
440-986-8507 440-323-6120

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION NEED
A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

lo o

UR COMMUNITY

NEWSLETTER

Scan to

Visit Ipicommunities.com S Entactas]

NR REPAIR
The Stores That Save You the Runaround 04 A A Ave A
2253 Colorado Ave. « Lorain, OH A
440-288-0191 440) 900-2000
THE
Since 1951 OWMP G
FREE ESTIMATES « TREE TRIMMING
i Prlll]tﬂlé SE“P:A WE X TREE REMOVAL ¢ FULLY INSURED
owers, Plants, Garaen Accessories 3
Fruit, Gourmet & Wine Baskets Support:lr?g Ol-.”' Local
2 Floors of Unique Gifts & Decor Communities Since 2000

1001 Reid Ave. (10th & Reid)
(440) 244-5259

www.zelekflowershop.com  Tdlma

Ask about your winter price!
440-985-2676

GLUVNA * SHIMO  HROMADA
Funeral Chapel

3224 Broadway ° Lorain
(440) 246-2118
gluvnashimohromada.com
Jeff Shimo
Jerry Hromada
Funeral Directors

W %&(/‘a/lc()/
Ageney Ine.
562 Broadway, Lorain %
440-245-6268 g

fax 440-246-6268
www.janaskoinsurance.com

LET'S GROW
YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Michelle Weaver

mweaver@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6302
Roofing

440-246-3328

www.countywideroof.com
Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Get Your Free Estimate Today!

’fndependent
Insurance
A gen t

The Trusted Choice”

PATRICK
ELECTRIC!

P.0. BOX 3027, LORAIN, OH
COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL « INDUSTRIAL
THOMAS PATRICK e 0HLIC #15296
440-396-5781
patrickelec@gmail.com

Countlede

WE’RE
NOW
OPEN

903 E Erie

Ave., Lorain,
44052

(440)
240-8256

K Cream Parlour

o~ RAY GIDICH
<> Heatmg & Air Conditioning
Celebrating 40 Years in Business

440-245-1772
Residential & Commercial oH Lc # 48775

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

14-0147



