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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 
 The readings for today are somewhat of a biblical history of 
sin. This is appropriate for the beginning of Lent. We need to be reminded 
that we are sinners. Even Jesus was tempted; but by the power of the Holy 
Spirit within, He did not fall. We human mortals are not so fortunate. Yes, 
we also have the Holy Spirit's help in warding off sin; but our pride, 
selfishness and human weakness get in the way. So, what is sin? Let us go 
through the readings and then return to this question.  

 In the First Reading from the Book of Genesis (2:7-9; 3:1-7), 
we hear how sin came into the world through Adam and Eve. They lived in 
a paradise (heaven?) where they had everything including access to God; 
but pride got in the way, and they disobeyed God's direct command. That 
really upset the ñapple cart;ò and we have been living with problems ever 
since. In this case they did not love God enough to be faithful. That is what 
sin is!  

 The Responsorial Psalm (51:3-17) is the great ñMiserere,ò a 
Prayer of Repentance patterned on the sorrow of King David and a prayer 
we should all be familiar with as an Act of Contrition. 

The Second Reading is from St. Paulôs Letter to the Romans (5:12-19). 
In this passage, Paul is comparing how sin entered the world, through the 
fall of the first man and woman, to the reparation that came through a God-
Manôs death and resurrection. The first event imprisoned all humanity 
spiritually. The second event freed all those who believe in and live 
according to the teachings of Jesus Christ and His Church.  

 The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of Matthew (4:1-11). In 
this passage we hear the familiar story of Jesus being tempted in the desert 
after a retreat of 40 days in which He neither ate nor drank. Many 
theological theories can be gleaned from this passage; but let us just 
concentrate on the fact that Jesus was tempted because He was human as 
well as divine. Although the suggestions and offerings made by Satan were 
inviting, to accept them would have been against all that Jesus stood 
for. Most of all, it would have been against the will of the Father who sent 
Jesus into this world for a specific purposeðthe salvation of mankind who 
had been imprisoned since Adam.  

 Now, do we really need to answer the question posed above? Sin is 
not just the breaking of rules and regulations; it goes much deeper than 
that. When we sin, we are acting just like Adam and Eve who wanted to be 
like God or like gods. We are, in essence, saying, "I am as good as God 
and don't have to obey Him." The Holy Season of Lent is a time to rethink 
our values, our lifestyle and our relationship with our God. It is also a time 
to consider a ñconversion of heart.ò This is how the Holy Spirit can lead 
us; just as He led Jesus safely out of the desert.   

Something to think  
about during your prayer  

time this week. 
 

Rev. Edward J. 

Smith 
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CONFESSION 
Saturday 3:00 pm or by appt. 

 

BAPTISM 
At least one parent must be a parishioner & 

actively attending Mass prior to calling. 
 

Baptisms will be held on the  
4th Sunday of the month. 

 

MARRIAGE 
At least one member of the couple must be a 
parishioner & actively attending Mass prior 

to calling. No date may be reserved until 
discussion with the pastor of the parish. 

 

Couples need to make arrangements  
at least 6 months in advance 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish Office 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Rev. Edward J. Smith, Pastor 
 

Father Thomas Sanders, OSB, 
Weekend Associate 

 

Father Ken Katricak, OSB,  
Priest in Residence 

 

Deacon Paul Heise 
 

Diana Lesiecki, Business Manager 
 

Kathleen Obermiller,  
Bulletin Editor/PCL 

 

John Kowalski, Music Minister 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Altar Servers - Alan Brailer 
 

Art & Environment - Linda Mathewson 
 

Extraordinary Ministers of  
Holy Communion - Marybeth Brailer 

 

Lectors - Nadya Cole 
 

Sacristans - Mike Darby 
 

Ushers - Alan Brailer 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Carol Jancsura 
Joe Smith 

Amy Rottman 
David Zientarski 



SUNDAY READINGS 

FIRST READING: The LORD God 
formed man out of the clay of the ground 
and blew into his nostrils the breath of 
life. (Gn 2:7) 
 

PSALM: Be merciful, O Lord, for we 
have sinned. (Ps 51)  
 

SECOND READING: For just as 
through the disobedience of the one man 
the many were made sinners, so, through 
the obedience of the one, the many will 
be made righteous. (Rom 5:19) 
 

GOSPEL: At that time Jesus was led 
by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted 
by the devil. He fasted for forty days and 
forty nights. (Mt 4:1-2) 
 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 
É2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.  

All rights reserved.   
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Sunday - February 22nd - 1st Sunday of Lent 
     10:00 am -     ÀJohn Bereznay (2nd Anniv.) 
     Requested by: Karen Bereznay 

 

Monday - February 23rd - St. Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr  
 8:30 am -     ÀSusan Burnette 
     Requested by: Doslak Cousins 
         

Tuesday - February 24th - Lenten Weekday  
 8:30 am -     ÀLiving & Deceased Members of the Magliozzi & 

   Fenelon Families 

     Requested by: Betty Fenelon 
         

Saturday - February 28th - 2nd Sunday of Lent Vigil 

 4:00 pm -     ÀMary Kuzniar  
     Requested by: Carol Potter 
 

Sunday - March 1st - 2nd Sunday of Lent 
     10:00 am -     ÀRomana Amador 
     Requested by: Lydia Inchaurregui 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
FEBRUARY 22, 2026 

 

Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12
-13, 17/Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-
11 
 

Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 
15/Mt 25:31-46  
  

Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-
17, 18-19/Mt 6:7-15  
 

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 
18-19/Lk 11:29-32  
 

Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 
138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8/Mt 7:7-12  
 

Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 
7bc-8/Mt 5:20-26  
 

Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-
8/Mt 5:43-48  
 

Next Sunday: Gn 12:1-4a/Ps 33:4-5, 18-
19, 20, 22/2 Tm 1:8b-10/Mt 17:1-9  3 

Saturday, February 28th at 4:00 pm 
Lectors: Laura V. 

Eucharistic Ministers: Patty R., Jerry D., Pam W. 
 

Sunday, March 1st at 10:00 am 
Lectors: Celia F. 

Eucharistic Ministers: Hiliare T., Dan L., Karen L. 

 

February 21st & 22nd - National Black & Indian Mission Collection 
 Our generous support of this collection helps build the Church in African 
 American, Native American & Alaska Native communities coast to coast. 
 Schools, religious education programs & diocesan ministries depend on us to 
 help them spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ! Thank you for your support.  
 Look for an envelope in your monthly packet to donate.  
 

February 24th & 26th - Pierogi Production from 9am - 2 pm 
 

February 25th - Holy Hour of Peace from 10-11am 
 The USCCB has asked us to participate in a Holy Hour of Peace.  Please come to 
  the adoration chapel & devote this hour to praying for peace in our world.  
 

February 27th - Pierogi Sale from 3-7 pm in the Social Hall 
Pierogi Sales will be every Friday during Lent 

 

March 4th - Diocesan Night of Confession 
 St. Teresa from 5:00-6:30 pm & St. Anthony from 6:30-8:00 pm 
 

March 7th - 1st Saturday of the Month Dinners are Back! Dine-in or   
 carry out Spaghetti Dinner in the Social Hall from 4:45-6:30 pm  
 

March 15th - Marian Guild Annual Mini Retreat after 10 am Mass 
 

March 15th, 16th & 17th - Combined Lenten Mission from 6:30-7:30 pm 
 

March 21st - Palm Branch Weaving after the 4 pm Mass in the Social Hall 
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P        : 

MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION  
FROM POPE LEO 

 

FEBRUARY 2026 -   
FOR CHILDREN WITH INCURABLE DISEASES 
Let us pray that children suffering from incurable diseases and their families  

receive the necessary medical care and support, never losing strength and hope. 
Amen.  

 

https://popesprayerusa.net/popes-intentions/ 

 

 

Pete Cetovich Jennifer Humphrey Amanda Jacobs-
Leadbetter 

Mary Nazario Stacie Velesquez Linda Vrbancic 

       

Call the Parish Office if you would like to add someone to this list. They will be kept on the list for 6 months.  
If you would like them to stay on the list after 6 months, just call. Also, please notify us when to remove a name. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Call the ñPrayer Lineò for immediate prayer requests, Linda: 440-667-9050 or Terri, 440-320-3272 

NEW FISCIAL YEAR & BUDGET (7/1/25-6/30/26)  
  

 AMOUNT BUDGETED WEEKLY…….................... $ 6,347.00  
 SUNDAY COLLECTION (2/1/2025) .….…….........  $ 6,977.00 
 7/1/2025 TO DATE +/(-) BUDGET……………... - ($34,029.92)  
 

MY GIFT TO GOD REFLECTS HIS GENEROSITY TO ME 
 

If you are unable to contribute, please submit your envelopes all the 
same as it is our most clear indication of active participation for Mass. 

IMPORTANT!! 
In order to keep our bulletin prayer requests current, we will be keeping people on the prayer list for 6 months.  

Beginning this week, we have removed all previous names.  
If you have someone you would like on the prayer list or would like them put back on the prayer list,  

please call the office and let us know. Thank you for your prayers! 

https://popesprayerusa.net/popes-intentions/
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DIVINE MERCY MEDITATION -  
AT THE HOUR OF DEATH 

I promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not perish.  
I also promise victory over [its] enemies already here on earth,  

especially at the hour of death.  
I Myself will defend it as My own glory (Diary, 48).  

*The words of Jesus appear in boldface type  
 

My Prayer Response:  
Jesus, I rely on Your promises as I venerate Your image ð that You will defend me in the 

battle of life and especially at the hour of my death. I pray for a special grace of Your 
mercy for all those who are in spiritual peril and for those who are dying. Amen. 

 

Get daily mediations emailed to you at 
forms.thedivinemercy.org/dmdsignup/. 

 

ST. CLAUDE DE LA COLOMBIERE, PRIEST, JESUIT, FRANCE (D. 1682) -  
FEAST DAY: FEBRUARY 15TH 

óThe Lord asked that a feast be established to honour His Heart and that a  
ñreparation of honourò be made to Him in Eucharistic communion.  

Margaret Mary passed on to ñthe faithful servant and perfect friendò whom she 
recognized in Fr. La Colombiere, the mission of ñestablishing this devotion  

and of giving this pleasure to my divine Heartò . . . When on has discovered in 
Eucharistic Adoration and meditation the Heart of Jesus ñever burning with love  

for human beingsò (Retraites, n. 150) how could one let oneself be seduced by forms  
of meditation which turn in on the self without welcoming the presence of the Lord?ô  

~St. John Paul II quoting St. Margaret Mary, Homily, 5/31/92 
 

THE CHAIR OF ST. PETER THE APOSTLE -  
FEAST DAY: FEBRUARY 22ND 

ñEmbrace the Eucharist, tradition, and the apostolic succession. Jesus is our founder 
and thatôs the most real connection we have. Stay strong in faith and draw from  

the rich heritage of our Church.ò ~Jonathan Roumie, actor, ñThe Chosenò 

 
 

PRO-LIFE THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 
FROM PROLIFECORNER.COM 

 

The Pro-Life Corner started in 1985 & at that time we believed that soon the atrocity of abortion on 
demand would no longer exist in America. We were so very wrong. The sad reality is babies are still 
dying from abortions every day in our nation. Abortion is a popular & common form of birth control. 

Also the increased use of the ñpillò, which is an abortifacient & causes thousands of abortions each day 
in America alone, is ending the lives of so many babies; the government sanctioned & taxpayer funding 

of Planned Parenthood is another part of this ongoing war on the unborn.  
 

Think about this:   
Because God created us with free will, we have choices; the choice to do good  

as well as to do evil.  His judgment of us will be based upon the choices we make.   
We will be held responsible for our choices, for what we do and for what we fail to do.   

Choose to protect all life.  
 

We must continue to pray constantly for an end to this evil & for an end to euthanasia & assisted suicide 
since they take so many lives each year. We must not get discouraged because strides have been made 

so we must keep on doing everything we can to help save lives.   

forms.thedivinemercy.org/dmdsignup/
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ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA  
 

 
 

CONTINUOUS GIFT CARD PROGRAM  

Scan the QR code to enroll now.  

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 
 St. Anthony of Padua and St. Teresa of Avila Parishes have shared a Pastor now for 10 years.  

This combined Pastorate will not end for the foreseeable future (if ever), based on the Diocesan Parish model.  

In fact, during this time, we have watched most of our neighboring Parishes also combine under a single Pastor.  
As the years have gone on, many duties for both Parishes have come to be shared between the Parish Staffs in areas such 

as finance, insurance, legal, religious education, maintenance, and sacramental preparation, just to name a few.  

Beginning in 2 weeks, parishioners from both Parishes will notice a new partnership between the two Parishes with  

the start of a combined weekly Parish bulletin. Now, in a single bulletin, all information regarding both Parishes can be 
found. This move is made based on staffing (now a single bulletin editor will create the bulletins for both Parishes),  
as well as finances (there is no sense in continuing with two bulletin contracts). This combined bulletin is not a new 

phenomenon, as many Parishes in our situation have made this change. In fact, our neighboring Parishes in Avon and 
North Ridgeville have already moved to combined bulletins. This doesnôt mean that any information previously contained 

in the bulletins will be missing. This is simply a single bulletin containing all relevant information for both Parishes.  

 ~Rev. Edward J. Smith 



 

 

MAKE A DONATION 
TO ST. ANTHONYõS 

 

BULLETIN  
SUBMISSIONS  

 

If you would like to  
submit an article for an  

upcoming Bulletin,  
please send requests to  

obermillerk@stanthonylorain.com 
by Monday at 10 am.  

 

Bulletins are sent to print  
every Tuesday!   
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Dr. William M. Schwartz
Family Dentistry - Ins., Visa, 

M.C. Accepted
Eve. & Sat. Hrs.

Call 934-4485 or 365-9872
5330 Meadow Lane Ct., Suite B 

(North College Meadows)
Parishioner

	 Dovin and Reber Jones
	 Funeral &
	 Cremation Center

1110 Cooper Foster Park Road
Amherst, Ohio 44001

440.985.2100
www.dovinreberjones.com

Matthew A. Stempowski, DDS
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

1936 Cooper Foster Park Rd. W
Lorain, Ohio 44053

	 Phone: (440) 233-4155
	 Fax: (440) 240-8715
	 www.navydds.com

Ohio

CatholicMatch.com/OH

Home Style Cooking • Pick-Up Orders Available
Weddings • Steak Frys • Graduation Parties
Special Occasions • Funerals • Buffet Style

440-244-5173 • Fax 440-244-5587
www.flignersmarket.com

mailto:obermillerk@stanthonylorain.com

