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Jesus told her, “| am
the resurrection and
the life; whoever
believes in me, even

if he dies, will live.”
-Jn 11:25
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2 | ABOUT OUR PARISH COMMUNITY

PARISH OFFICE

Hours: Monday - Thursday | 9 am - 2 pm
Mailing Address: Phone Number:
P.0. Box 2199 440-288-0106
Sheffield Lake, OH 44054

MASS TIMES

Weekdays
Monday & Tuesday | 8:30 am

Weekends
Saturday | 4:00 pm
Sunday | 10:00 am

ST. TERESA OF AVILA
PARISH OFFICE

Hours: Mon., Wed., & Fri. | 9 am -2 pm
Mailing Address: Phone Number:
1878 Abbe Road 440-934-4227

Sheffield Village, OH 44054

MASS TIMES

Weekdays
Wednesday & Friday | 8:30 am

Weekends
Saturday | 4:30 pm
Sunday | 8:30 am & 11:00 am

PARISH CLERGY
Rev. Edward J. Smith,
Pastor of St. Anthony & St. Teresa

Fr. Thomas Sanders, OSB.
Weekend Associate

Fr. Ken Katricak, OSB.
Priest in Residence

Deacon Paul Heise,
Retired St. Anthony Deacon

Budget

St. Anthony of Padua

Collection 3/8/26

BRI ZI T TGN ANOTE FROM THE PASTOR 4TH SUNDAY OF LENT

Today’s Readings have some spectacular scenes. Often we are so taken in by the
details of such scenes that we fail to step back and comprehend their meaning. So take a
moment to relax and listen carefully to the message of these readings.

The First Reading is from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel (37:12-14). At the time of
this story, the people of Israel are captives in Babylon, languishing as if they were "dry
bones in the desert." Through this vision of the dry bones, God tells the Prophet to
announce that He will in time restore the exiled people of Judah. This will not be a return
to their former status and shame under the Monarchy, but to a new life governed not by
kings and princes but by the Holy Spirit dwelling within them. So, when you feel "down"
or depressed, call on the Holy Spirit. He is within all who are baptized and waiting for our
call.

The Responsorial Psalm (130:1-8) is one of the seven penitential Psalms used in
various liturgies. In it, the psalmist begs for God's mercy and forgiveness of his sins. At
the same time, this is an instruction to all the People of God to wait patiently in hope for
the Lord's redemption.

The Second Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Romans (8:8-11). Paul gives the
Romans and all of us an updated teaching similar to that of the Prophet Ezekiel above.
"Updated" because this writing comes from a time after Christ's Resurrection and the
Holy Spirit has been poured out on all mankind to guide us back to the Father. If we do
not have the Spirit dwelling within us, we will be like those "dry bones in the desert." So
"ask and you shall receive!"

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of John (11:1-45). Here we have an extensive
teaching by Jesus but it is buried in a long story, one that everyone has heard many times.
We are all captivated by the spectacular story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead and
rightly so. However, this is not the essence of this Gospel message. The real message is
Jesus' statement, "I am the resurrection and the life,” etc. Through this story and His
statement, Jesus is telling all mankind that He is in control of both physical and spiritual
life and we only need to have His Holy Spirit dwelling within us, guiding us, to partake of
His resurrection. "Do you believe this?" Can you respond with the same answer as Martha
did?

Throughout the season of Lent we have several vivid stories in the Gospel of John
depicting the Gift of Eternal Life through our belief in Jesus: Rebirth in the story of
Nicodemus (John 3), Living Water in the story of the Samaritan Woman (John 4), Life
Giving Word in the cure of the Centurion's son (John 5), and, most of all, the Bread of Life
in (John 6). So, if you missed the point of any of these readings, now would be a good time
to go back and get acquainted with the real message behind the story. Something to
think about during your prayer time this week.

Rev. Edwand J. Smith

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

St. Teresa of Avila St. Teresa Building Fund Donations

$ 6,000.00 Budget $ 5,138.00 Monthly Payment $ 3,372.00
§ 5,788.00 Collection 3/8/26 $ 4,54854  Donations S 4,644.35
7/1/25 to Date Total -($26,766.92) 7/1/25 to Date Total -(53,635.76) Balance $196,871.06

My, gift to God neflects his genenosity to Me!

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO CONTRIBUTE, PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ENVELOPES ALL THE
SAME AS IT IS OUR MOST CLEAR INDICATION OF ACTIVE PARTICIPATION FOR MASS.







