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2 | ABOUT OUR PARISH COMMUNITY

ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA
PARISH OFFICE

Hours: Monday - Thursday | 9am -2 pm
Mailing_Address:
P.0. Box 2199

Phone Number:
440-288-0106

Sheffield Lake, OH 44054

MASS TIMES

Weekdays
Monday & Tuesday | 8:30 am

Weekends
Saturday | 4:00 pm
ST EVARVE

ST. TERESA OF AVILA
PARISH OFFICE

Hours: Mon., Wed., & Fri. | 9am -2 pm
Mailing Address: Phone Number:
1878 Abbe Road 440-934-4227
Sheffield Village, OH 44054

MASS TIMES

Weekdays
Wednesday & Friday | 8:30 am

Weekends
Saturday | 4:30 pm
Sunday | 8:30 am & 11:00 am

PARISH CLERGY
Rev. Edward J. Smith,
Pastor of St. Anthony & St. Teresa

Fr. Thomas Sanders, OSB.,
Weekend Associate

Fr. Ken Katricak, OSB.,
Priest in Residence

Deacon Paul Heise,
Retired St. Anthony Deacon

St. Anthony of Padua

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 22ND SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME

The theme of the Readings for today is a continuation of the readings for last Sunday
where we are asked: "Who do YOU say that | am?" Assuming we answer as St. Peter did,
"Lord, You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God," we are then asked to give ourselves as
a "Living Sacrifice" to God through Jesus Christ. Now you might think, "Whoa, that's asking
a lot," and you would be right; but that is what God is asking of each of us. However, before
you skip the rest of this pastor column and go on to something else, please reconsider the
idea. The word “sacrifice” means offering or giving, not always in the same context of a
bloody offering like Abraham was asked of his son, Isaac, but more as a child would come
with excitement and throw himself or herself into the lap of a father or mother. God is
asking us to give Him the privilege of the same relationship as we might give a loving
mother or father. St. Peter tells us essentially the same thing in his Letter. (See 1 Peter 2:4-
5) See how the readings support this concept.

In the First Reading, from the Prophet Jeremiah (20:7-9), we hear Jeremiah's lament of
the results of his prophesying. Jeremiah didn't want to be a prophet, a spokesperson for
God; but God chose him, nevertheless. So, the prophet later looks back on his calling as
being "duped" or tricked into it. Further, he says that even after making up his mind not to
prophesy a word, he was compelled to do so and could not keep it within. However, as we
know, Jeremiah became one of God's greatest Prophets because he gave his very body, soul
and spirit---his life.

The Responsorial Psalm (63:2-9) is the prayer of a person who has given himself entirely
to God and, although he has known difficult times in doing so, he sees the goodness of God
sustaining him through it all.

In the Second Reading, from St. Paul's Letter to the Romans (12:1-2), we hear Paul
giving us the essence of today's theme, the giving of our body, soul and mind or spirit to
God, again, not in a bloody sacrifice, but in doing the will of God regardless of how our will
might object. For those who can and will do this, the rewards are far greater than any mind
can imagine.

The Gospel Reading is from Matthew (16:21-27). Again, this story follows that of last
week where Peter so eloquently acknowledges Jesus as Lord and God. Immediately after
that, Peter begins to rebuke Jesus for talking about having to suffer and die, but this is
exactly what Jesus' mission on this earth was. Jesus was sent by the Father to be the
perfect offering that mankind could not give or be. To prevent or dissuade Jesus from
fulfilling this mission was the work of Satan. Even Jesus, as a human being, had a difficult
time in accepting this mission, but in the end He gave the ultimate fiat, "Not my will but thy
will be done." As we go through life, there are many opportunities to make sacrifices or
refuse them. Before we make a quick decision one way or another, we should stop and ask
ourselves, "What would God want me to do in this case?"

Something to think about during your prayer time this week.

Rev. Edwand J. Smith

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

St. Teresa of Avila St. Teresa Building Fund Donations

Budget $ 6,000.00 Budget $ 5,138.00  Monthly Payment $ 3,372.00
Collection 8/16/26 $ 4,142.00 Collection 8/16/26 $ 4,645.00 Donations $ 238338
7/1/26 to Date Total -($ 6,988.46) 7/1/26 to Date Total -($ 11,828.15)  Balance (as of 8/4/26) $185,066.13

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO CONTRIBUTE, PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ENVELOPES ALL THE
SAME AS IT IS OUR CLEAREST INDICATION OF ACTIVE PARTICIPATION FOR MASS.






